before they saw hers. Often she has been a
stranger in deadly peril, but has not felt herself
a stranger ; on the whole her outlook retained
its profound and warm humanity. With pure
objectivity she has breathed life into her know-
ledge and given us the peasant epic which has
made her world-famous."

At the time of the award of the Nobel Prize,
the author was asked to lecture on a literary
subject. She had for many years been making
a study of the indigenous Chinese novel, and
chose this occasion to put some portions of it
into form for the first time, since, she says, it is
the Chinese rather than the western novel which
has shaped her own efforts in writing.

This lecture, delivered before the Swedish
Academy on December 12, 1938, was repeated
as a Phi Beta Kappa address at Randolph-Macon
College, Lynchburg, Virginia, on April 22,
1939, and is now printed in full in this volume.
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